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Abstrak 
Tujuan Penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan apakah penggunaan teks bacaan efektif 
dalam memperbaiki keterampilan menulis siswa kelas X di MAN 1 Palu. Desain dari penelitian ini 
adalah  kuasi-eksperimental desain dengan non-ekuivalent grup kontrol. Sampel dalam penelitian 
ini dipilih melalui teknik cluster random sampling. Sebagai hasilnya, kelas X IIB dipilih sebagai 
kelas eksperimental dan kelas X IIS 3 terpilih sebagai kelas kontrol. Instrumen pengumpulan data 
yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah test dan lembar observasi. Data dianalisa 
menggunakan statistik uji-t dan metode deskriptif. Berdasarkan hasil uji t-test, nilai rata-rata pada 
kelas eksperimental adalah 84,7, sedangkan nilai rata-rata pada kelas kontrol adalah 79.8. Hasil 
perbandingan melalui uji-t menunjukkan bahwa nilai t-hitung (3.14) lebih tinggi dibandingkan nilai 
t-tabel (2.0063). Nilai rata-rata siswa pada kelas eksperimen meningkat dari 81.4 menjadi 84.7. 
Selanjutnya, hasil dari lembar observasi menunjukkan bahwa sebanyak sembilan puluh dua persen 
(92%) siswa berpartisipasi secara aktif di dalam proses pembelajaran. Hasil dari test 
menunjukkan bahwa penggunaan teks bacaan sebagai media efektif dalam memperbaiki 
keterampilan menulis siswa kelas X di MAN 1 Palu.  
Kata Kunci: Efektifitas, Memperbaiki, Keterampilan Menulis, dan Teks Bacaan  
 
Writing plays important roles in the 
teaching of English for senior high school 
besides three other skills; listening, speaking, 
and reading. As stated in the School Based 
Curriculum (KTSP, 2006) that the students 
are expected to develop the competence both 
in oral and visual English communication. 
The curriculum requires students to master 
the four language skills of English. Writing 
seems to be the complex domain to learn for 
the students because it is an integrated skills 
where listening comes first, speaking second, 
reading third and writing fourth. Writing 
differs from other language skills. In 
listening and reading, the students receive a 
message that is formulated by another. 
Whereas in speaking, the students 
communicate using their own ideas and 
feeling that sometimes involves on 
interlocutor, so there are collections among 
them in conversation. When we write, we 
usually have little idea who may read our 
work, so we have to write as clearly as 
possible so that it is easy to understand.  
 Writing is considered as the most 
difficult skills among others. Firstly, writing 
requires a good grammar. Secondly, people 
are often known to spend less time to write 
then to listen, to speak and even to read. 
Thirdly, when students of English as a 
foreign language write something, they have 
a big question in mind whether what they 
write is correct or incorrect. Who can help 
them recognize the mistakes? It is, in many 
cases, the teacher who is teaching them and 
is ready to give them a hand. The problem is 
that the teacher does not have enough time to 
correct for all of them if there are more than 
ten students in the class. When the teacher 
corrects the writing for just some of them, the 
other students cannot recognize their own 
mistakes. Without correction, the mistakes 
may be repeated many times and become bad 
habits which are hard to adjust. Another issue 
is vocabulary. Most academic subjects 
require writers to use semi-formal language 
which is different from the idiomatic 
language used in speech.  
22 Bahasantodea, Volume 5 Nomor 3, Juli 2017 hlm 21-28                                    ISSN: 2302-2000 
 
 
Those facts are also found in MAN 1 
Palu. When the researcher did her 
preliminary study, the researcher investigated 
some problems faced by the students 
especially in writing skill. Firstly, they did 
not master the use of composition of 
sentences well. The students had problem 
with grammar, of course the idea of a 
paragraph cannot be communicated well 
without having a good grammar. In having a 
good writing, they did not know how to have 
a coherent and also the unity in paragraph. 
Lack of vocabulary is one of the elements 
that they did not have in supporting their 
writing. The most important part is it is still 
difficult for them to get and develop the idea. 
In addition, this phenomenon may also 
be attributable to the low emphasis of the 
teaching and learning of writing in schools. 
Current situation in school confirms this 
notion as teachers generally ask their students 
to produce a good and acceptable piece of 
writing without giving them enough 
encouragement and appropriate techniques to 
develop their eagerness in writing. As a 
result, the assumption that writing is very 
horrific and frightening still exists; moreover 
writing in second or foreign language. It is 
because writing in non-native language is not 
painless by any means, but it needs skillful 
language command to be able to produce 
ones which meet the standard of coherence, 
fluency and length.       
In teaching and learning English, there 
are many strategies to teach students 
according to the materials or potencies of the 
students. The students who learn English will 
be successful if the learning sources or 
strategies are relevant with the students need. 
Among various strategies/techniques which 
can be applied in writing, Reading Text can 
be chosen as one potent strategy for 
producing the piece of writing. In doing 
writing students are required to read more 
closely. Since they must read a text more 
than once to get a sense of the ideas 
presented, students will recognize and 
maintain more information than they would 
from just a single read. The students need to 
ask questions while reading the text, which 
they will use to help them find answers as 
they read. As students read the text more 
closely, they will also take notes and search 
for the important points needed to write. 
There are some reading text genres that 
are taught for senior highschool, they are; 
Procedure text, Descriptive Text, Narrative 
Text, Recount Text, Report Text, and etc. It 
is also emphasized on Permendiknas No. 23 
Tahun 2006, it is stated that for the standard 
competence of English students are expected 
to be able to express their feelings or ideas 
both in formal or informal situations in the 
form of recount, procedure, descriptive, 
report, news item, report, analytical 
exposition, hortatoryexposition, spoof, 
explanation, discussion, review, and narrative 
text. 
In this research the researcher will 
focus on the teaching narrative paragraph, 
because of the lack of students in 
constructing the narrative paragraph, it is also 
about the grammatical features of narrative 
which makes students difficult to understand. 
On the contrary, narrative text is one of 
reading genreswhich is taught to all grades 
and also in all semester. It is dictated in 
School Based Curriculum, with the result, it 
must be presented in Senior High School. 
In line to the above explanation, the 
researcher formulates the way in which the 
students will do writing. The researcher is 
going tocarry out the research at MAN 1 Palu 
to overcome the problems faced by the 
students in writing. The researcher intends to 
solve the problems by doing activities which 
will make them easy to see the process of 
reading a text that related to the material. 
Next, students make notes about what they 
have read. The notes will be read, explained, 
and discussed. After discussing the materials, 
the students will express the result of 
discussion in form of written text. The last 
activity is writing. So, the researcher 
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concludes this strategy is appropriate in 
teaching writing especially in narrative 
paragraph. 
Based on the background stated 
above,the researcher formulated her research 
questions as follows:  
1. Can the use of reading text be effective to 
improve the writing skill of the Tenth 
Grade Students at MAN 1 Palu? 
The objective of the research isto find 
out whether the use of reading text can be the 
effective way to improve writing skill of the 
Tenth Grade Students at MAN 1 Palu or not.  
 
Literature Review 
Writing Skill 
Writing is one of the important skills in 
teaching English. It has always occupied 
place in most English language course. 
Writing skills are an important part of 
communication, it is a way of human 
communication that depicts language and 
emotion through the inscription or recording 
of signs and symbols, in other words, 
actually writing represents thinking. In most 
languages, writing is a complement to speech 
or spoken language. Good writing skills 
allow us to communicate our message with 
clarity and ease, within a language system; 
writing relies on many of the same structures 
as speech, such as vocabulary, grammar and 
semantics, with the added dependency of a 
system of signs or symbols. The result of 
writing is generally called text; in the other 
hand writing is the process of creating text or 
is produced for readers in a text form. 
As principle of writing, to write means 
to try to produce or reproduce written 
messages, Bram (1995:7). It needs to 
determine what to write; it should have 
something meaningful to convey. Writing 
becomes more important because not only in 
spoken but also information provided in 
written form. Harmer (2004:3) states that 
being able to write is a vital skill for 
‘speakers’ of a foreign language as much as 
for everyone using their own first language. 
In addition, writing is also an action of 
discovering and organizing ideas, putting 
them on a paper, reshaping and revising 
them. Considering those important points, it 
can be said that writing should be our habits, 
something that have become accustomed to 
and an action which repeatedly done. At the 
end, we can write fluently and expressively 
just like in spoken language. 
Writing is a complex process that 
requires the writer to be aware of and 
combine various components of language 
successfully. It does not happen all at once, 
but as a process just as the writer went back 
and forth between looking at the ideas and 
formulating the thoughts, it involves 
selection and focus. Besides, it is a complex 
process that involves mastery on almost all 
language levels; morphology, syntax, 
semantics, pragmatics and discourse. In 
contrast to speaking, writing contains more 
elaborated linguistic systems, complex 
clauses, different syntax and vocabularies. In 
relation to this, many experts, therefore, 
consider writing the barometer of one’s 
proficiency on a particular language. They 
also think that writing is the most difficult 
basic language skills due to its complexity 
and complete reliance on these language 
levels. it is no doubt that producing ideas in 
the written form is difficult to do moreover 
for EFL students, because it is not only about 
generating and organizing the ideas, but also 
translating the ideas into readable text as 
stated by Richard & Renandya (2002:303). 
Since it becomes a complex process, it 
requires students to explore their opinion or 
ideas in such a good way. 
 
Reading Texts 
There are some kinds of text that 
should be learned by the students of senior 
high school. They are descriptive text, 
recount text, report text, procedure text, 
analytical exposition text, spoof text, 
hortatory exposition text, and narrative text. 
The kinds of text differ in purpose or 
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function, generic structure, and language 
features.  
 
Narrative Text  
Narrative text is one of genre which is 
taught to the tenth grade students. A narrative 
is a type of spoken or written text that tells a 
story of one character or more who face 
certain situations. There are various kinds of 
narratives such as fairy stories, mysteries, 
science fictions, romance, horror, etc. This 
type of text can be found in short story 
books, magazines, novels, movies etc. 
Narrative is popular because they present a 
plot which consists of complications and 
resolutions. They make people feel curious 
and anxious with the ends of the stories. In 
other words, the narrative text short story is 
telling a story or an account of a sequence of 
events. It has character, setting, and action. 
The characters, the setting, and the problem 
of the narrative are usually introduced in the 
beginning. The problem reaches its high 
point in the middle. The ending resolves the 
problem. A narrative can tell what happens in 
a matter of minutes or years. It usually 
contains with features of characters, main 
character(s), setting, time, problem(s), 
solution, and a plot (structure).Narration 
differs from exposition, which can also relate 
a sequence of events, in that narration need 
not be factual and may be written from the 
perspective of a character in the text.  
Narrative writing presents a story of 
sequence events which involves characters. 
Narrative is a type of a text that is proposed 
to amuse and to deal with actual and 
vicarious experience in different ways; 
narrative also deals with problematic events 
which lead to a crisis or turning points of 
some kind, which in turn find a resolution. 
According to Anderson and Anderson 
(1997:6) the purpose of narrative text is to 
present a view of the world that entertains or 
informs the reader or listener. Other purposes 
of narrative text are to express the feelings 
and relate experience, to inform the reader 
and persuade the reader.  In other words, 
narrative text is urged the reader to involve 
within the story to get pleasure. 
The generic structure of narrative text 
focuses on a series of stages that proposed to 
build a story. In traditional narrative the 
stages include are orientation, complication, 
and resolution. Meanwhile, Anderson and 
Anderson (1997:8) explain there are five 
stages of generic structure of narrative text as 
follows: 
1. Orientation, the writer tells the audience 
who is in the story (introduce the 
participants), the setting of the scene, 
when and where the story happened, and 
what is involved in the story.  
2. Complication, the writer tells about 
something that will begin a chain of 
events. These events will affect one or 
more of the characters. The complication 
is the trigger (the crisis of the main 
participants).  
3. Sequence of events, the writer tells how 
the characters react to the complication. In 
this step, the feelings of the character and 
what they do are included. In addition, the 
events can be told in chronological order 
(the order in which they happen) or with 
flashbacks. The audience is given the 
writer’s point of view.  
4. Resolution part, complication is sorted out 
or the problem is solved, either in a happy 
or sad ending.  
5. Coda, the writer includes a coda if there is 
to be a moral or message to be learned 
from the story. A closing remark to the 
story is optional. 
To make it brief and easier to 
understand, essentially the generic structures 
of a narrative comprise three points: 
orientation, complication, and resolution. The 
other two components as proposed by 
Anderson and Anderson are just variations or 
can even be considered as optional since the 
two are not differently essentially. 
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Teaching Writing Narrative Paragraph 
through Reading Text 
The function of reading text is to 
activate the learners’ prior knowledge to 
produce good impact on learners’ writing 
development. This activity involves one 
approach for teaching writing named the 
process approach. Most research in writing 
pedagogy today concludes that the most 
effective way to teach writing is through a 
process approach. This approach assumes 
that a writer needs to be writing for authentic 
purposes in an extended process that includes 
prewriting, writing, revising, and editing.  
The writing process emphasizes on 
recursive steps such as fluency (i.e., activities 
for determining audience and generating 
ideas), then form (i.e., writing strategies for 
organizing and revising ideas), and then 
correctness (i.e., editing for proper grammar, 
spelling, diction, etc), last step in the process 
of writing is publishing, sharing one’s 
finished draft, after which some of the steps 
of the process may once again be revisited. In 
the other hand, it focuses on process 
understanding, feedback and revision from 
teacher and students even though in the early 
phase, correction is not forced. In addition, it 
involves pre-writing and brainstorming to 
actuate the students’ prior knowledge. 
In relation to the explanation above, the 
researcher formulates several steps to 
implement reading text in teaching writing as 
follows: 
1) The students are given narrative text 
provided in the textbook. 
2) The teacher explains about the narrative 
text till the students understand to the 
material given. 
3) The teacher explains what the students 
should do with the material given. 
4) The students are asked to read the text till 
they obtain an input. 
5) The teacher and students share the 
findings and discuss the difficulties in the 
reading text. The problems sometimes 
come from the vocabulary and grammar. 
They stuck on unknown words and on 
how to connect the sentences that will 
make them are doubtful to write and they 
also are afraid to write with in appropriate 
grammar.  
6) The students brainstorm the ideas that 
they are going to write. After discussing 
the input from the text, they will try to list 
the ideas before putting them in some 
paragraphs. These are helpful to keep the 
writing is on the right track. 
7) The students edit the draft. This phase will 
help students to pay attention to the 
grammar error, usage, mechanics, 
spelling, and then make an appropriate 
correction. 
8) Read the draft. Some of the students will 
ask to read their narrative paragraphs 
loudly to make sure their writing are 
completely done. 
9) Produce final draft of theirown narrative 
paragraph. The students are given time to 
rewrite the text based on their 
understanding and own words. The focus 
is on the model of writing which 
emphasizes on the generic structure of the 
text, vocabulary, and grammar focus. 
10) The teacher provides feedback and 
correction related to their writing which 
involved the generic structure of a text and 
the language features such as specific 
characters, time words that connect events 
to tell when they occur, verbs to show the 
actions that occur in the story, and 
descriptive words to portray the characters 
and settings. The language features are 
provided to help the students in 
understanding the story. By past tense 
used, they will know what happened in the 
story. The students will learn each other 
through what they have written and 
corrected each other. 
 
RESEARCH METHOD 
 
The design of this research was quasi-
experimental - nonequivalent group pretest-
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posttest control group. The sample consists 
of two classes; experimental and control 
class. Both classes were given pretest and 
posttest, but only experimental class was 
given the treatment through the reading text. 
The control group was taught by using 
conventional teaching. The population of this 
research was grade X students of MAN 1 
Palu which consist of nine parallel classes. 
The total number of population is 270 
students. The sample of this research was 
selected by using cluster random sampling 
technique. As the result, grade X IIB was 
chosen as experimental class and X IIS 3 as 
the control class. There are two kinds of 
variable in this research; independent 
variable and dependent variable. The 
independent variable of this research is 
reading text, and the dependent variables are 
students’ writing skill.  
In this research, the researcher used 
observation and paper and pencil method to 
collect the data. The paper and pencil method 
was in the forms of pretest and posttest. 
Therefore, the research instruments used in 
this research were observation checklists and 
tests. The treatment was conducted after 
giving pretest and it was administered to the 
experimental class. It was done in eight 
meetings. The data of this research were 
analyzed statistically and descriptively. To 
explain the result of the test, the researcher 
used t-counted formula as proposed by Gay 
(1996:486) as follows: 
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Next, the result of the questionnaire 
was also analyzed statistically by applying 
formula proposed by Arikunto (2006: 308) as 
follows: 
           
     
 
 
Then the result of observation was 
interpreted descriptively to support the result 
of the test and the questionnaire.  
To measure whether the hypothesis of 
this research is rejected or accepted, the 
researcher used testing hypothesis. There are 
two kinds of hypothesis in this research; 
alternative hypothesis and null hypothesis. 
The criteria of the testing hypothesis are as 
follows: 
1. If the t-counted value is greater than t-table 
value, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is 
accepted and the null hypothesis (H0) is 
rejected. It means that applying Reading 
Text Technique significantly improves 
writing skill of Grade X students of MAN 
1 Palu. 
2. If the t-counted value is smaller than t-table 
value, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is 
rejected and the null hypothesis (H0) is 
accepted. It means that applying Reading 
Text Technique does not significantly 
improve writing skill of Grade X students 
of MAN 1 Palu. 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
After analyzing the result of the test 
and non-test data, the alternative hypothesis 
(Ha) is accepted and the null hypothesis (H0) 
is rejected. The result of tests shows that the 
t-counted value (3.14) is greater than t-table value 
(2.0063). The mean score of experimental class 
is 84.7, while the mean score of the control class 
is 79.8. In addition, the students’ mean score of 
experimental class is improved from 81.4 to 84.7 
after getting the treatment. It is also supported by 
the results of observation which shows that of 
observation shows that ninety two percent (92%) 
of students are actively participating during the 
teaching-learning process. They pay attention 
carefully to the teacher’s explanation and ask 
questions related to the topic. 
As the use of reading text, the students 
activated their prior knowledge to produce 
good impact on their writing development. 
Giving a text before asking the students to 
write their own text, students thought about 
what they read and they imagined about how 
to write their own text by using the same 
structure. This activity involves the process 
Anita Aswin, et al. The Effectiveness of Reading Text as A Media in Improving Writing Skill of The ……………………27 
 
 
 
approach in teaching writing. The process 
approach takes place in the learning process 
integrated with the use of reading text which 
means the students’ skill in writing is started 
by reading the text and followed by 
discussing the input and brainstorming the 
ideas in the text. Next, they rewrite the 
content using their own words by focusing on 
the appropriate generic structure and 
language features in the reading text. Finally, 
they are on the stage of correction in which 
they give feedback and correct their writing 
each other. 
 
a. Read the narrative text 
As the researcher strated the class, she 
distributed the narrative text to the students 
as the medium in the teaching and learning 
process. Then she asked the students to read 
the whole text to get the main idea of the 
story. The titles of the narrative text were 
different for each meeting. 
 
b. Find out the difficult words 
After the students read the whole text, 
they had to find out the difficult or unfamiliar 
words. After finding out the difficult words, 
they might discuss it with their friends or the 
researcher. 
 
c. Brainstorming and generating new 
ideas in the text 
After they identified the difficult 
words, they were asked to brainstorm their 
background knowledge and generate new 
ideas before writing their own narrative text. 
The students accessed their prior knowledge 
which promoted their use of background 
activation. This process then helps them to 
generate their own ideas before writing them 
by using their own words. The students 
designed the ideas before writing and 
organized what they should write in the text. 
 
d. Rewrite the content using student’s own 
words 
After the students brainstorm and 
generate ideas, they rewrite the text using 
their own words. They also focus on the 
generic structures and language feature used 
in the reading text, particularly in narrative 
text. One of the topics that given by the 
researcher was about The Legend of Toba 
Lake.First, the researcher asked the students 
to read the whole text, and then they wrote it 
by their own words. The students should also 
write their text completely by focusing on the 
generic structures of the narrative text – 
orientation, complication, and resolution. The 
student’s worksheet above example is a 
complete text because it consists of 
orientation, complication, and resolution. The 
student also write her text by using correct 
tense, that is simple past tense. She could 
convey the message of the text with her own 
words. 
 
e. Reading Aloud 
After the students finished their 
narrative text, each student was asked to read 
aloud his/her own text in order to find out the 
mistakes of their writing. By reading aloud, 
the other students could find out the mistakes 
of their friend’s writing.  
 
f. Correction and feedback to students’ 
writing 
Correction and feedback to students’ 
writing are very important. After they wrote 
their own text, they got correction from the 
researcher. Before the researcher gave her 
own feedback or correction, the researcher 
asked one of the students to read the text 
written by her or his friend and the rests 
should listen carefully to the text. They 
should find out the mistakes made by their 
friend and they correct it together. It is done 
in order to make the students participate 
actively in the class. By correcting their 
friend’s writing, the students could enlarge 
their knowledge and minimize the mistakes 
in their writing. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
 
Conclusions 
After analyzing the data in the previous 
chapter, the researcher concludes that the use 
of reading text can significantly improve 
writing skill of Grade X students of MAN 1 
Palu. It is proven by the result of t-counted 
value (3.14) which is greater than t-table value 
(2.0063). The mean score of experimental 
class is 84.7, while the mean score of the 
control class is 79.8. In addition, the 
students’ mean score of experimental class is 
improved from 81.4 to 84.7 after getting the 
treatment. It is also supported by the results 
of observation which shows that of 
observation shows that ninety two percent 
(92%) of students are actively participating 
during the teaching-learning process. They 
pay attention carefully to the teacher’s 
explanation and ask questions related to the 
topic. 
 
Suggestions 
In accordance with the results obtained, 
the researcher would like to share some 
suggestions. First, the students should be 
using reading texts as a media to improve 
their wriring skill, not only by using narrative 
text, but also other sorts of texts, such as 
report, descriptive, and expository texts. 
Second, the teachers of Englishshould be 
using various kinds of reading texts in 
teaching writing skill, such as report, 
descriptive, expository and argumentative 
texts. Last, For other researchers who want to 
conduct a research on using reading texts in 
teaching writing skill, it is better for them to 
use various types of reading texts in order to 
get the maximal result. It is because in this 
research, the researcher only used narrative 
text. Next, the other researchers may be using 
other technique of data collection, such as 
interview, in order to get more data and to 
support the findings in their research. 
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